
The work and principles of the Swansea Development 
Trusts 
 
�x�� What is a development trust? 
�x�� What does it do? And 
�x�� How does it do it? 
 
This publication is Swansea DTA’s answer to these questions. 
 

Development trusts are 
as varied as the 
communi ties from 
which they develop and 
there are a lot more of them out 
in the community than people 
realise, they can be found all 

over the UK running all sorts of facilities and 
activities that help improve their local 
community. 
 
There are over 350 development trusts across 
the UK and over 35 in Wales, 5 operate in 
Swansea.  
 

Whilst we all work in 
d i f f e r e n t  w a y s , 
delivering different 
f a c i l i t i e s  a n d 
opportunities We all 
follow a set of guiding 
principles  
 

Actively involved in partnerships and alliances between 
the community, voluntary, private and public sectors 

Development trusts occupy the place 
where the business, publ ic, 
community and voluntary sectors 
meet. This is a position of unique 
strength, but also means that for a 
development trust to realize its 

potential it must build active alliances with all these 
sectors.  Some of our partnerships are illustrated by the 

logos on this page. 
 
An organization which works in an 
isolated, exclusive or sectarian way is not 
a development trust.  
 
The five trusts in Swansea all 

engage in local regional and national networks 
and have created a number of very 
strong partnerships.  
 
The Swansea DTA Cluster 
supports and actively engages with these 
principles and is an active member of the 

Development Trust Association (DTA Wales) a network of 
development trusts who through their common principles work and 
support each other.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
For further information about development trusts please visit their 

web page at www.dta.org 
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